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THE WIDENING HORIZON
The old darkey prayed to ba ;of service to the Lord, i f  
only in an advisory capacity^- ,,.Th© only hope I  have o f being 
of service to you this afternoon is in an advisory capacity.
I strongly suspect, however, that your appreciation o f  my 
service w i l l  be inversely proportional to the amount of 
advice o ffe red  and th© time taken to  o f fe r  i t *
The average expectation of l i f e  for those of you who 
are receiving your diplomas today is  more than forty  ye ar s.
| The pos s ib l l i t le s  of these forty years that l ie  before you
I'
I may in some small measure he foreshadowed by the achievements
of the past forty years. ,
On the atlas of the world forty  years ago large d r i e s  
marked o f f  great white areas about the poles labeled ”unknown 
These large c irc les  have narrowed to a point and today the
entire surface of the earth has been explored by man. Not
content wlth his conquest of the surface of the earth, man 
is now attempting to conquer the stratosphere and is casting 
wistful glances toward the moon. Possibly the child of to­
morrow may not cry in vain for the moon. In fact i t  is  
reported by the press that the grandson o f Mark Hanna has 
created a trust fund for the buria l of his body on the moon 
i f  and when possib le. Doubtless he wants to rest there in 
order that he may have what is so d i f f ic u lt  to get, an . 
over-a ll view of what is  happening on this most interesting  
planet.
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■ During th is  earn© period o f  tine the horizon o f man*s 
knowledge of the physical universe has widened to include 
worlds in outer space, millions of light years distant.
The eosmicx ray has been discovered which comes f ro m  out 
beyond the Milky Way and enters our atmosphere with a pene­
trating power 6 to 100 times greater than any other known 
ray.
During these forty years the horison of man's knowledge 
has been extended in the realm of small things as well. 
Witness the breaking up of the atom and the consequent 
changes in man1 s conception of the nature o f  matter.
Tti® antiquity o f  man has been pushed back into the 
paat-'-from.. 60,000 to 500,000 years.
The view that the universe is  a closed system in  which 
everything that is  and shall be was determined from the be­
ginning is yleIdlng to the conception that the universe is  
in the making and that it s  destiny remains undetermined.
Today the Golden Age l ie s  in the future, not in the 
past, except in the case of the die-hard conservatives who 
long fo r the fleah pots of 1929. They should jo in  Mark 
Hanna’ s grandson on the moon in order that they might see 
more clearly the direction in which this world is  moving.
^-Milligan, B. A. Science, ^arch 1, 1936.
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The widening of man’ s horizon during the past forty  
years through the Increase and application o f knowledge has 
resulted in the transformation o f  eononunicst ion, transpor­
tation, production, recreation, and education. What has 
actually happened dtiring these two-score years is  more 
wonderful than anything pictured in Plato1s Republic, 
Campanelli1 s City of the Sun, Moore1 s Utopia, Bacon*s New 
Atlantic, or Bellamy’ s Looking Backward. These phenomenal 
changes are due not to the superior intelligence of this 
generation, fo r we have no good reason to think that the 
intelligence of our race has increased perceptibly during 
the past 10,000 yesr»s« But rather fh@se re  mark able achieve­
ments are due to the fact that we have bullded our super­
structure on the foundations la id  through the to l l ,  su ffe r­
ing, and sacrifice  o f countless generations that have gone 
before.
One can quite understand the ancestor worship of the 
Chinese when one realizes that a mode of l i f e  today is  
possible fo r the masses of the people that was denied even 
the rulers of our remote ancestors. A ll this is made 
possible by the fact that a»oh generation has passed on to 
the next more than i t  had received. With mechanical power
p
equal to the work of 50 slaves for every man, woman and 
chiId in the United States, we stand upon the threshold of
%on?pton, K8t»1 T. Science, Nov. 9, 1954, p. 590.
an ere In which i t  w i l l  be possib le to provide our every 
citizen with an abundance o f food, suitable clothing, a 
decant habitation, protection against contagious and infec­
tious dise&se, end time andopportunlty fo r the development 
o f  those human attributes that make men great. For the 
f i r s t  time within the history o f .the race that security for  
which man has ever struggled seems to be almost within 
reach. But like Moses we may never enter this promised 
land, fo r c iv ilized  man has not complied with one v ita l ly  
important condition, namely, that the common heritage, the 
accumulated knowledge o f the ages, be used fo r  the welfare 
of a l l . Can anyone in the wildest f l igh ts  o f his imagina­
tion claim for a single moment that c i v i l i s e d  man has met 
this fundamental condition?
Inc1vidua1 liberty  mw we understand the term has ceased 
to exist in Ita ly , and that powerful nation under the leader­
ship of a dictator is  preparing to rob a helpless nation not 
only of i t s  territo ry  but of that which i t  prizes s t i l l  
more highly -  its  freedom. Germany under the domination of 
another dictator has destroyed relig ious freedom and is  now 
engaged in the ruthless persecution o f a helpless people. 
Having learned l i t t l e  or nothing from a devastating World 
War, Europe is  on the brink of another conflagration.
Neither have we in our own country used our common 
heritage for the welfare of a l l .  Every year a great army
of more than one-haIf million Individuals enter our ja i l s  
and prIsons; 200,000 children are brought Into our ju ven ile  
courts? 90,000 mew and wojsen ’broken in mind find their way 
Into hosp ita ls  for mental disease; 10 million o f our citizens 
tred our streets and highways seeking in vain for work;
15 millions in despair are forced to turn to the state for  
food to keep them s live  until the hoped-for better days may 
come, while many of the ir  fellow citizens live  in a luxury 
denied kings of former years. Possibly man's vision of  
security is nothing hut a mirage in the desert of l i f e .
I am always th r illed  when I hear the f i r e  siren blow, 
see all t ra f f ic  draw up to the curb, and watch the 
pedestrians stand with hated breath as the f ire  engine 
dashes by at fu l l  speed to the scene of the f ire ,  regardless 
of whether i t  i s  a poor man1s hut or a rich man’ s palace 
that i s  in flames. But i t  seems strange that we w i l l  
interrupt the t r a f f ic  of a great city in our hast® to save 
from f i r e  the property of our humblest citizen, and yet 
w i l l  compel that same citizen to beg for help in the name 
of charity to save his own l i f e  or that of his children 
from disease or starvation -  and when that help is given, 
too frequently we give i t  grudgingly and after long delay.
Is i t  possible that as a nation we are more Interested 
in saving property than in saving human lives, more inter­
ested in the acquisition of material wealth than in the 
development o f those virtues whlch make a nation great?
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/ Mo, i t  i s  not thatI The h is to ry  o f  our country shows 
ijhat we have not been wholly unmindful of the rights of our 
fellows. As a people we adopted the Federal Constitution 
in order to form a more perfect union, establish justice, 
insure domestic tranqu i l l i t y ,  provide for the common defense, 
promote the general we If  are, end secure the blessings of 
liberty to ourselves and our posterity*
That we aa a people believe in these objectives as set 
forth in the preamble to the Constltution o f the United States 
is evidenced by the fact that we fought a great war to 
abolish slavery; that i s , to secure the blessings of liberty  
to ourselves and our p os te r ity ,  who, today, would vote for 
the restoration of slavery? We freed Cuba and the Philippines 
from the tyranny of Spain and are waking them independent 
nations. We entered the World War to make it  possible fo r  more 
people to become masters of their own destiny.
¥1® respond promptly and generously when any section of 
our country suffers from f i r e ,  flood, or earthquake. Now, 
in the midst of the world* s greatest depression, we are taking 
action that today not even our humblest citizen shall su ffe r  
for the necessities of l i f e . Through the provisions of the 
Social Security Act we sha ll attempt to make i t  possible 
for 26 million of our countrymen to face the future unafraid, 
proteeted against old age, unemployment, and the major 
hazards of l i f e .  Possibly I t  may not be necessary much 
longer to keep in repair the road that leads over the h i l l  
to the poor ho use.
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When the imagination o f  the American people is once 
touched toy a great and wo r thy cause the re is  no lack of 
response« The spectacular and tragic loss of l i f e  and 
property from f  ire has resulted in the organ!zation of re­
markably effective f i r e  departments. Epidemics of contagious 
and infectious diseases which took a dreadful t o l l  of l i f e  
and le f t  their liv ing victims crippled and scarred have led 
to th® organisation o f  state, c i t y  end county departments 
of health. Any great calamity or misfortune that affects  
large numbers of our fe l lo w s  in a short period of time 
usual ly  results in proaipt action on the part of the group 
as a whole. I t  i s  at once recognized that to deal success­
fu lly  with such misfortune is beyond the power of the single 
individual; group action i s  required. .
I f  a thousand individuals are destroyed by a flood or 
an earth quake in a single night we are greatly shocked, but 
i f  those same thousand Individuals die one by one from 
preventable disease or accident over a period of six months 
we are scarcely aware of their death. To the unusual or un­
expected or to that which brings misfortune or disaster to 
large numbers of our fellows we respond promptly and 
effic ien tly . Put to those evils  which e f f e c t  the few, or 
to the common misfortunes of everyday l i f e  with which we 
have long been fam iliar, we tend to respond slowly and 
ine ffic iently .
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This apparent indifference to the misfortunes o f  others 
in  d a l ly  I l f©  is  due i s  large mess tire to  the fa c t  that we 
s t i l l  cling to the doctr ine o f  rugged individualism, I . e . , 
every individual fo r  himself and God help the hindmost. 
Unfortunately, at the present time the hindmost are so 
numerous that God does not have agents enough to care for  
them a l l .
Rugged Individualism is  but a r e l ic  of pioneer days 
when the lonely settler was wholly dependent on his own 
resources fo r  food, shelter and protection against savages 
and wild ’beasts,, Hs* lived by himself and for himself in a 
world with a narrow horizon. The frontier has disappear ad; 
the pioneer days are gone and rugged individualism in the 
sense of se lf-su ffic iency  has no place in modern l i fe .  The 
inventions and discoveries which are revolutionizing our 
mode of l i f e  are the products of group e ffo rt , of individuals 
working together toward a common objective.
Competition of one individual with another is  rapidly  
shifting to competition of one group with another, and 
these competing groups are hecoming larger and larger.
The very nature of th is  group competition requires the 
greatest degree of cooperation on the part of the individual 
members of the competing groups. The majority of men today 
are no longer in business fo r  themselves. They are working 
for others, and their success or fa ilu re  depends on the 
success or fa i lu r e  of the organization for which they are
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working. The emphasis is  s h i f t in g  from competition to
cooperation.
Thus, as man*3 horison widens he discovers that his own 
success of fa i lu r e  la  In la rge  measure determined by the 
success or fa i lu re  of his fe l low s*  A broader lo y a lty  ia  the 
great need of the h our*
“Narrow loyalty Is  characteristic of the rugged ind iv i­
dualist. His prayer is ,  "0 Lord, bless me and my wife, son 
John end his wife, us four and no aiorof1 There are 4,000 
representatives o f this type of loyalty behind the gray walls  
of our penitentiary. Only many of them do not ask the divine 
blessing to rest on son John and his wife, and some of them 
do not even include their own wives* The investigating  
committees of the United States Senate discovered high in 
the realms o f finance and industry many such rugged ind iv i­
dualists who belong with th e ir  brothers behind the gray 
walls o f the penitentiary, for they like the criminal have 
robbed others that they and* their own kind might prosper.
But fortunately in a l l  the walks o f  l i f e  are found some
who have Identified their own welfare with that of the entire 
vocational .
group. A t  one/extreme stands W ill Rogers, the cowboy from
the West, whose and kind ly  humor lightened the
shadows of l i f e  fo r  millions of his countrymen. He said
that he wanted this inscription carved on his tombstone:
nI joked about.every fsamlnant man of my time but I never 
met a person I  d id n 't  l i k e . 8 No wonder that in his death
he was honored, as no other private citizen has been honored
la th is  generation.
At the other extreme stands Oliver Wendel Holmes, the 
great ju r is t ,  at the age of 90 an active end progressive 
member of the Supreme Court. He w il led  his fortune to the 
United States, the country he had loved and served so long 
and so well.
Unfortunately there ere not enough such persons to insure 
that our common tier it  age shall be used for the good o f a l l ;  
not enough leaders who place the welfare o f the people of 
this nation above the material interests o f the group they 
may be leading; not enough leaders who have accepted as 
their own objective those objectives for the realization of 
which the Constitution of these United States was adopted -  
a more perfect union in which justice and peace and freedom 
w il l  prevail. For the realization of these objectives the 
common people of our country have never hesitated to fo l lo w  
their leaders even unto death® *Phe tomb of the unknown 
soldier Is a tribute to  the courage and the devotion to a 
worthy cause of the common people of this Nation. Surely 
such a people is  entitled to the highest order of leader­
ship J
The United States Government established the Military  
Academy at West Point and the Naval Academy at Annapolis 
where young men reprefifeAtlng a l l  parts o f the United States 
are trained at government expense to serve as o fficers  in 
the army and navy -  in other words, to protect their country.
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The graduates o f these two academies have a record for  
efficiency, loyalty, integrity end devotion to their country 
that is  unparailed in the history of the United States* They 
have rendered noteworthy service not only during war but also 
during peace as administrators and engineers. When given a 
free hand'In la rge  c i t i e s  they hav@ been remarkably success­
fu l  in curbing the lawless elements. While at times w© have
expressive
found fa u lt  with tS iirTTm ^rage we have never questioned 
their in te g r ity *  Compare their record fo r integrity and 
loyalty to those whom they served with that o f the lesdera 
in b ig  business and high finance. And in making th is  compari­
son, do not forget the results of the in ves t iga t ion  made by 
the United St®tea S©n.8i@*
The federal government established the academies to 
tra in  young men to protect their country from foreign  
enemies. In l ik e  manner the states of the Union have 
established state universities to train young men and women 
at the expense o f the state to protect our citizens from the 
enemies within -  ignorance., disease, infeelipaiic® and poverty* 
Th© Oolttjnbtis Bomlng paper o f December 9 , 1935 carried  
large headlines announcing the death of  President Thompson* 
These headlines Might truly have said, 51 the death of an 
outstanding university president, or an outstanding educator, 
or an outstanding preacher,” but what they did say was ’■ the 
death oi an outstanding citizen* That is ,  the death o f  one 
who had served the people o f  th is  s ta te  without reference to
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their* race, their n a t io n a l i ty ,  th e ir  re lig ion , o p  their  
soc ia l pos ition* Snell wonder that the old graduate who 
saw for the f i r s t  tlrae the hero ic  statue o f  President 
Thompson which stands in fron t o f  the l ib ra ry  declared i t  
to be l i f e  s ize .
I covet for the graduates of this University a reputa­
tion for Integrity, loyalty and devotion to the we Ifare of 
the people of our State and our 1stion equal to that so long 
enjoyed by the graduates of our military and naval academies, 
to the end that our socle 1 heritage  way he used for the 
welfare o f  a l l  and the a.^e-old dreara o f security  come true.
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